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again became confused, when the Democrats, borne into
office on the wave of the great economic depression in
19333 adopted policies of Federal action, and when the
Republican Party reacted by standing up for state rights.
It was then that people began to ask whether the Grand
Old Party was going to disappear altogether.
The Secession and the Civil War ruined the South.
When troops of the Confederacy in South Carolina on
April 13,1861, attacked Fort Sumter, which had a Federal
(Union) garrison, the South sacrificed the culture and
comfort of a social system over two hundred years old.
Lincoln acknowledged that slavery was legal under the
United States Constitution in the states where it existed in
1861, and he was willing to leave it there without making
any attempt to secure an amendment of the Constitution.
Some later Republican President, however, commanding
the support of a large majority, would be likely to solve
the Slavery Question by having an amendment to the
United States Constitution passed into law. The Southern
slave-holders and their sympathizers would not wait for
this, and so seceded from the Union. By this time the
Republican and Democratic Parties were clearly defined,
and they have divided American politics ever since. They
have made the United States the most perfect example of
a genuine two-party system.